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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the Confirmation year at B’nai Jehudah!

We are delighted that you and your child have committed 
yourselves to continued Jewish learning. We have no doubt 
that this experience will have a positive and prolonged effect 
on your child’s identification with Judaism, with Reform, and 
with this congregation.

Confirmation is a unique life-cycle event, for it is tied in-
extricably to educational achievement. Just as Shavuot 
celebrates both the first fruits of the harvest and the giving 
of the Torah at Sinai, so too do our young people — these 
first and best of our fruits — accept their responsibilities as 
mature Jews on the same day that Israel accepted the Torah 
from God in mutual covenant. 

In the 19th century, Confirmation was first introduced as a 
life-cycle event by Reform Judaism — a practice now emu-
lated by Conservative and Orthodox congregations. By the 
middle of the 20th century, the Festival of Shavuot, the day 
commemorating the Giving of the Torah, was adopted by 
many synagogues as the appropriate Confirmation date.

As families walk along our Confirmation Hallway and look 
at the pictures of Confirmation classes going back more 
than 140 years, parents and grandparents often point out 
to younger members their own pictures. Such moments 
speak of pride in participation and joy in continuing a Reform 
Jewish tradition.

We look forward to adding your picture to our wall of honor. 
And in years to come, you will bring friends, children, and 
grandchildren, and viewing the display, come to your class 
and say: “See, there I am.”
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CONFIRMATION

Eligibility:
Students, who have been enrolled in B’nai Jehudah’s Re-
ligious School and participated satisfactorily continuously 
from at least 7th grade (or their equivalents), are eligible for 
Confirmation, during the spring of the 10th grade year.

Program:
Our Confirmation program this year will look a little differ-
ent than in the past, as we experiment with new models of 
engagement. We will have 14 1.25-hour class sessions. Each 
week will be taught by the rabbis and cantor. The topics will 
be: a) the meaning of Confirmation; b) issues of moral con-
science and Jewish decision-making; and c) an exploration 
of the three themes of Confirmation: God, Torah, and Israel. 
These classes will meet on Wednesday evenings, at B’nai 
Jehudah, 7-8:15 pm, according to the attached schedule. 
Students may purchase and eat pizza dinner each night of 
class, at B’nai Jehudah, at 6:30 pm.

There will be 3 community programs, for all the teens in our 
Jewish community. These sessions are equal to classes.

Students will engage in our IJP (Individualized Jewish Path) 
process. After meeting with a see’ah (guide), each student 
will determine his/her path, and will complete a mutually-
agreed upon project towards that goal. (This will be the work 
accomplished during our January-February break.)

Confirmation students will participate in one 4-hour Shab-
baton. The topic will include the meaning of mitzvot. This 
program will occur on a Saturday morning, 10:30 am - 2:30 
pm, according to the attached schedule.

Students will attend 6 Shabbat services at B’nai Jehudah 
(including the one Shabbaton) during the nine months,  
September through May of the Confirmation year. Students 
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may attend Friday evening or Saturday morning services, 
either as individuals or in groups. (Sukkot, Simchat Torah, 
& Purim services CAN count towards the 6 services.)

Students will participate in a Confirmation Retreat, held at 
the congregation’s Retreat Center. In the fall or winter, the 
retreat is a Friday after-school through late Saturday night 
commitment. Together, we eat, we pray, we study, we play. 
This year’s dates are included in the attached schedule.

Students will participate in the Confirmation Trip to New York. 
This trip is held in April or May before Confirmation. The 
trip begins on Thursday morning and we return on Sunday 
evening, and involves seeing the Jewish and general sights 
of New York City. The trip’s costs are paid by the Confirma-
tion families. This year’s dates are included in the attached 
schedule. (If needed, scholarships are available.)

Students will participate in one or more class mitzvah proj-
ects. In September/October, the class will decide on its 
project(s), according to the following guidelines:
• all students agree on the project(s);
• all students give at least 2 hours to the project(s);
• the project(s) will help one or more recognized charity 

and/or non-profit organization (other than B’nai Jehu-
dah)

All students will participate in the Brotherhood-sponsored 
Confirmation Essay contest. More information about this 
activity will be provided during the year.

Finally, students will help write portions of the service to 
be used during Confirmation. Themes will be assigned by 
the rabbis. Students will complete assignments according 
to the schedule given. With guidance from the rabbis and 
cantor, students volunteer to participate in various portions 
of the Shavuot/Confirmation service. Three Confirmation 
rehearsals will be held to prepare students. A schedule of 
rehearsal dates/times is attached.
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Confirmation Service:
Confirmation occurs on Erev Shavuot. This year’s date is 
included in the attached schedule.

Oneg/Kiddush:
Confirmation will be followed by an Oneg/reception in honor 
of the students.

Consecration:
Consecration occurs the Friday night before Confirmation. 
Confirmation students, siblings, parents, and grandparents 
will join in our Erev Shabbat service and share in a Shab-
bat dinner. Then, parents, families, and students will join 
the rabbis and cantor for a private ceremony in the Chapel. 
There, parents and children will stand before the ark and 
share their thoughts privately on Jewish adulthood, and the 
meaning of this life-cycle moment.

Our schedule will look like this:
Begin with a 6:00 pm Erev Shabbat service, followed by a 
7:00 pm Shabbat dinner and dessert. Then, families will 
re-enter the Chapel for the Consecration ceremony at 8:30 
pm. The evening concludes by 9:15-9:30 pm.

This year’s date is included in the attached schedule.

Dress:
For Consecration:
• Dress appropriately for attendance at Shabbat service.

For Confirmation and for Photograph:
• Boys: white shirt, dark pants, dark tie, dark dress 

shoes
• Girls: white dress shoes, and white or light-colored dress. 

No or very modest jewelry.
• Robes: worn with the above clothing for Confirmation
•  Tallitot made by students will be worn for Confirmation
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RESPONSIBILITIES

With any life-cycle event or educational endeavor,
many details are involved. Following is an outline 

of responsibilities, separated out between
students, parents, and the congregation.

Student Responsibilities:

1) Attendance at a minimum of 80% of all class sessions. 
Active participation in class.

2) Participate/complete IJP project

3) Attendance at a minimum of 6 Shabbat services (Friday 
evening or Saturday morning) from September to May 
of the Confirmation year.

4) Participate in the one Shabbaton (Fall/Winter)

5) Participate in class mitzvah project.

6) Participate in the Confirmation Retreat and the New York 
Confirmation Trip.

7) Contribute written material for the Confirmation (Sha-
vuot) service by assigned date. Write 2 small (60-90 
words) Confirmation statements for the service and 
printed materials.

8) Participate in Brotherhood-sponsored essay contest.

9) Attendance at three Confirmation Service rehearsals.

10)Attendance at the Consecration service on the Friday 
evening before Confirmation.

11)Attendance at the Confirmation/Shavuot service.

Exceptions to the above are at the discretion of the senior 
rabbi. Upon written request, decisions will be our profes-
sional educational staff.
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Parent Responsibilities:
 
A.  Financial

1) New York trip fee paid in full within 30 days of the New 
York trip. (Extenuating financial circumstances should be 
discussed with the Executive Director as soon as possible; 
some subsidies are available.)

2) Cost of Consecration dinner (could be catered or pot-luck, 
decision is up to families).

B. Organization
 
1) Parents are expected to attend periodic meetings to plan 

Confirmation events. These will be scheduled by the 
Confirmation chair(s), who will then notify the parents.

2) The initial meeting is held in the fall at the beginning of 
the school year with a member of the Education staff, 
who will describe in detail parent responsibilities. Parents 
sign up for committees.

3) During these group meetings decisions to be made in-
clude type of Consecration dinner, food for Confirmation 
reception, decorations, and class gifts.

4) B’nai Jehudah will serve as treasurer for Confirmation 
monies. All bills will be submitted to the Educator’s Of-
fice, who will authorize payment, in consultation with 
the parent chair. If additional funds are needed through 
self-assessment, the parent chair will be responsible for 
the collection of these monies.

C.  Committees

1) Chairperson:  Coordinate and oversee activities of each 
committee; coordinate activities with the Educator’s Of-
fice and Executive Director; coordinate mailings, dates, 
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and budget with the Educator’s Office; thank appropriate 
people/groups at Consecration dinner.

2) Self-Assessment: A Confirmation fee is self-assessed. 
This money is used to pay for parent financial respon-
sibilities connected with Confirmation (i.e. cost of 
Consecration dinner; gifts; photos, etc.). Funds raised 
are deposited by the Educator with B’nai Jehudah. The 
amount raised will be credited against the actual cost of 
the Confirmation year’s activities, including Consecration 
and Confirmation.

3) Consecration:  Arrange the dinner after services. Ca-
tering, menu, and set-up, (including facility sheets) are 
to be coordinated with the Educator’s Office.

4) Confirmation Reception:  To arrange catering, menu, 
seating, and set-up for the reception.

5) Flowers and Decorations:  Arrange for flowers and 
decorations for the Confirmation service, including bimah 
flowers, and centerpieces. B’nai Jehudah will provide 
tablecloths and napkins. 

6) Gifts:  Responsible for gifts to rabbis, cantor and edu-
cational staff involved in Confirmation year, as well as 
selection of gift to B’nai Jehudah from class. Gifts to 
individuals are presented at Consecration dinner. Gift to 
the Congregation is presented during Confirmation.

7) Picture/Video:  To arrange for the Confirmation Pic-
tures and video of the service. Help photographer on the 
evening of pictures.

8) Robes:  Gather the height and weight of students and 
assist the Educator’s office in ordering and distributing 
robes to students prior to Confirmation. 
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9) Publicity:  Responsible for assisting the Educator in 
writing and submitting articles to the Kansas City Jewish 
Chronicle and the Bulletin on Confirmation activities and 
events.

10)Calling: Remind parents about meetings, rehears-
als, photo session; to collect RSVP’s for Consecration 
and Confirmation, and other publicizing and calls as 
needed.

B’nai Jehudah Responsibilities:

B’nai Jehudah’s budget includes money for the cost of the 
Shabbaton, the Retreat, the Confirmation/Shavuot prayer-
book, security (if necessary), and postage. Sisterhood 
purchases Tanachim (Bibles) and has inscriptions included. 
These are presented at Confirmation. Brotherhood sponsors 
the essay contest. B’nai Jehudah provides the rabbis, cantor, 
educational staff, support staff, and facilities to make this 
into a memorable life experience.
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CONFIRMATION YEAR EXPENSES

Costs incurred by Confirmation parents:  
(after Religious/Hebrew School tuition
and New York trip fee)

FLOWERS (Confirmation-bimah/reception)    

INVITATIONS (based on numbers needed)    
 
CONSECRATION (dinner)      
  
GIFTS (congregation, rabbis/cantor/educator)    
 
RECEPTION (food/decorations) 

PHOTOGRAPHS (for congregation/students)    

ROBES  

TOTAL COST 

Less Confirmation fee
(# in class X amt assessed)     

Extra assessment (if needed) 

NEW YORK TRIP*       $950/child - $100 subsidy = $850d

*Other subsidies may be available, based on demonstrated 
financial need. Please speak confidentially to the rabbi or 
executive director if a subsidy is needed.
*We want everyone to participate in all Confirmation activi-
ties. If there is ever a financial concern, please speak with 
the rabbi or executive director. We want to and will help.  
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CONFIRMATION COMMITTEES

Confirmation Chair:

Fundraising
 Committee Members:  
  

Consecration Dinner 
 Committee Members:  
 

Confirmation Reception
 Committee Members:  

Flowers and Decorations 
 Committee Members:  

Gifts
 Committee Members:  

Picture/Video
 Committee Members:  
  

Robes
 Committee Members:  
  

Publicity
 Committee Members:  
  

Calling
 Committee Members:  
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COST RESPONSIBILITY CHART
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CATEGORIES PARENTS CONG
         
Tuition & Confirm. Fee  ✔  

New York trip  ✔ ✔

Shabbaton  ✔  ✔  

Gifts  ✔   
 
Invitations ✔   

Consecration and
Confirmation events ✔   ✔

Service book, music,
security, mailings,
certificates, custodians   ✔     
 

Bibles    Sisterhood
  
Robes ✔

Photographer/pictures ✔ 

Rabbis/Teachers  ✔

Facilities  ✔ 

Videography  Brotherhood 



CONFIRMATION CALENDAR – 11/12

(Subject to Change/Emergencies)

Date of Confirmation:
Saturday, May 26 - 7:00 pm
 
Date of Consecration:
Friday, May 18 - service: 6 pm; dinner: 7 pm

Date of Rehearsals:
Wednesday, May 2 - 6-8 pm (individual photographs)
Wednesday, May 9 – 7-9 pm 
Wednesday, May 16 - 7-9 pm

Date of New York Trip:
Thursday, April 19-6:00 am thru Sunday, April 22-9 pm

Date of Shabbaton:
Saturday, March 3- 10:30 am - 2:30 pm

Date of Retreat:
Friday, December 9 – 4:15 pm thru 
Saturday, December 10 – 9:30 pm

Date of Dinners at Rabbi Nemitoff’s home:
Sunday, October 16 – 5:30-7:00 pm (WITH PARENTS)
Sunday, April 15 – 5:30-7:00 pm (WITH PARENTS)

Date of Kindergarten Consecration
(Confirmands act as “Chaperones”)
Wednesday, October 19 - 6:00-7:30 pm (be here by 
5:45)

Dates of Class:
Wednesdays, 7:00 - 8:15 pm
Wednesday September 14 first class w/parents
Wednesday September 21  class
Wednesday October 5         class
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.

Wednesday October  12         Sukkot (6-7:30 pm)
Wednesday October  19         Simchat Torah (6-8:30 pm) 
Wednesday October 26 class
Wednesday November 2 community class
Wednesday November 9 class
Wednesday November 16 class
Wednesday November 30 class
Wednesday December 7 class
---------->IJP: 12/11-2/14
Wednesday February 1 community class
Wednesday February 15 class
Wednesday February 22 class
Wednesday February 29 class
Wednesday March 7 Purim (6-8:30 pm)
Wednesday March 21 class
Wednesday March 28 community class
Wednesday April 4 class
Wednesday April 11 class
Wednesday May 2 rehearsal (6-8 pm)
Wednesday May 9 rehearsal (7-9 pm)
Wednesday May 16 rehearsal/ (7-9 pm)

= 17 classes; 3 services; 3 rehearsals
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POINTS

Every year, there are a few students for whom the requirements 
are “challenging.” Therefore, in order to be as fair and flexible 
as possible…for all students, we have implemented the fol-
lowing: To be confirmed, students will need to acquire at least 
90 points. (If you do everything and have perfect attendance, 
you will get 100 points.) If - due to illness or UNAVOIDABLE 
conflicts - you acquire less than 90 points, you can earn extra 
points by doing independent study. However, no one can earn 
more than 25 extra points. You will earn (approximately) 1 
point for every hour of participation - come to class ON TIME, 
earn 1.5 points; participate in the Shabbaton, earn 4 points. 
Following are the values we will assign to activities: classes 
- 25.5 points/1.5 points per class; IJP - 17 points; Shabbaton 
- 4 points; 6 services - 6 points/1 point per service; mitzvah 
project - 4.5 points; retreat - 17 points; NY trip - 30 points



SERVICE ATTENDANCE

Confirmation candidates are required to attend six
Shabbat services (Friday nights or Saturday mornings)
at B’nai Jehudah during the nine months prior to their 

Confirmation service.

The required Shabbaton, as well as Erev Suk-
kot, Simchat Torah/Consecration & Purim, may be 
counted towards fulfilling the service requirement. 

(Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur do NOT count)

Please fill in the dates services are attended, initial 
in the appropriate places, and return to the rabbis 
when completed, but no later than May 16, 2012.

Student’s Name:
 
# Date Attended Student’s Initials Parent’s Initials

1.
    
2.
    
3.
    
4.
    
5.
    
6.
    

        

14



BENEFITS

We recognize that one’s Jewish education is a CHOICE. Here are 
some advantages gained by participation in Confirmation.

• Studying with the rabbis/cantor: The Confirmation class 
is taught by the clergy. This is a unique opportunity to study 
with one’s rabbis and cantor on a personal level.

• New York Trip: All Confirmands will go to New York with the 
senior rabbi for a four day trip. We visit Jewish and secular 
sights many students have never experienced before. It is a 
time of bonding for all of us.

• College Applications: Participation in Confirmation programs 
and the programs offered after the 10th grade year are desir-
able items to include in college application forms.

• Employment: Those who stay through Confirmation become 
very attractive Religious School aides and potential Hebrew 
School tutors at B’nai Jehudah and at other synagogues. 
Wouldn’t an extra $300 - $500 - $700 be nice to spend? 
Students can join a Religious School staff near their college, 
earning up to $2000 a year, just for Sunday morning work.

• Life-long friendships: Finally — and perhaps most impor-
tantly — students will develop unique relationships with one 
another in the Confirmation year and beyond. Friendships will 
deepen. Greater respect for one another will grow. 

In Summary:
What are the benefits of going on through Confirmation?
—A MEANINGFUL opportunity to get to know and to learn 
with your rabbis and cantor
—A GREAT New York trip
—Better chances of getting into the COLLEGE of your choice
—Have a great job and EARN MONEY now and in college
—Build stronger FRIENDSHIPS


