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That is what we have raised so far, due to the generosity of our leadership and
Proposed First a
Floor
Plan
handful
of extraordinary donors. All believe in our congregation, its future,
and our plan to renovate, re-inspire, and re-spiritualize our physical facility.
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We are not quite yet ready to tear down walls and begin construction
because there is still much more to raise.
But we are optimistic that we will achieve our goal. Why?
Because a generous (anonymous) donor has offered us
a challenge grant that will almost take us to our goal.

They have offered us $2,500,000 as a matching grant.
For every gift of $100,000 or LESS, our donor will match it up to a total of
$2.5 million. With your help, we will raise an additional $5 million. WOW!
But WAIT! Please do not contact us with a gift. Give us the opportunity to reach out to you, to give you the
kavod (honor) of being asked. We will do so in the late winter/early spring. For now, rejoice with us in our
fundraising success. And in the challenge grant that we are confident we will fulfill...with your help.
We wanted to share this good news with you. We are excited about how much we have raised, about our
challenge grant, and the opportunity for each one of us to be a partner in the holy work in front of us.
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Review
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Three years ago, then President Dan Stolper established a Building Renovation Task Force (BRTF) to explore
the need and feasibility of renovating our current facility. Our building was dedicated in 1999, with the intention
of it being used as a school. When we would “eventually” move all our operations out west and south (from our
69th and Holmes location), it was anticipated that we would finish our campus with a sanctuary, offices, and
expanded communal spaces. We moved to Nall much sooner than expected and we chose to accommodate
our use to the existing space, instead of the reverse.

For 15 years, this has been - at best - satisfactory. In addition, the world
has
changed
in the last decade and
The Temple,
Congregation
B'nai Jehudah
a half. The needs of the congregation - and its size - have changed, as well. In order to address the various
11.16.16
programming needs, the changed security needs, to increase the spirituality of our building,
to include much
A1.2
Existing Aerial View
of Exterior
needed
major maintenence (such as a new
roof), and to find appropriate space to utilize the remarkable Michael Klein Judaica
Collection, which we have been given, we
wanted to determine what would be possible without expanding our footprint and
to do so in a fiscally responsible manner.
12320 Nall Avenue, Overland Park, KS 66209
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After a thorough physical building and
programming analysis, the BRTF worked
with architects to design a renovation that
would meet all our needs. In December,
2016, that plan was presented to the Board
of Trustees, who unanimously approved it.
It includes a new Gathering Hall, expanded
Social Hall and Chapel, a new small prayer
space, a better design for staff offices, increased security, and upgraded technology.
A new Capital Campaign Committee was
established by then President Donna Thalblum to determine our capacity for raising
the funds needed for the renovation. In
October, 2017, the Board was presented
with enough evidence and initial pledges
to have confidence that we will succeed
in raising enough funds to complete our
planned renovations without incurring
long-term debt. As of this writing, we have
raised over $6,000,000. As we continue
our fundraising efforts, we hope to begin
construction sometime in 2018-2019.
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